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Alle had, for the love of a strange woman
whose lineage was unknown to him, forsaken
his former religion." The messenger rests at
her house at Knaresborough, and the queen-
mother gives him an evil drink, and then
alters his letters, telling King Alle that his
wife is an evil spirit in the form of a woman,
" Whereto witnesseth the child born of her,
which resembles not a human form, but a
cursed form hideous and doleful." With rare
justice and self-restraint Alle writes back to
his lords, bidding them take no steps against
the queen or her child until he himself can
return and inquire into the matter. Again
the foolish messenger stays the night at
Knaresborough, and again the queen-mother
tampers with the letters. Under the king's
seal she writes to the lords and bids them
set Constance and her child adrift in an open
boat, that she may leave the land in like
manner that she came to it. The king's word
is obeyed, and amidst the lamentations and
tears of all the people Constance is put on
board a ship " without sail or oar or any
device." The ship is driven to the coast of
Spain, where a certain heathen Admiral
befriends her. His seneschal, a renegade
knight named Thelous, persuades Constance